
he Cottonwood Press Index is just that— an index. Nothing fancy. Nothing extravagant.
Just a practical, easy-to-use, alphabetical listing of the topics covered in the numerous

(and need we say excellent) Cottonwood Press materials for the classroom.
It works like any other index. If it’s 7:55 on Monday morning and you need something on

commas, just look up “commas,” and you’ll find a listing, complete with page numbers, of
every Cottonwood Press activity about commas. Find the appropriate Cottonwood book on
your shelf, make a quick trip to the copy machine and you’re all set. If you don’t own the
book, call 1-800-864-4297 and order it. No, you won’t get it in time for that 8:00 class that
starts in four minutes (we’re quick, but not that quick), but you will get it within three to
seven business days.

Better yet, plan ahead and use the index to select and order the Cottonwood Press books
that include the topics you need to cover in your classroom over the next few months. The
index makes it easy to find exactly what you need.
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A
Abbreviations

Sentence a Day, A, 5,93,163,187

Active learning

Imaginaction, entire book

No Assembly Required, 44-45

Plugged In to English, 137-138

TV and Me, 23-33, 44-52,

Active voice vs. passive voice

Downwrite Funny, 18-23

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 24

Adjectives

Hot Fudge Monday, 51-59

Ideas that Really Work, 18-20, 56-57, 101, 127-129

Month of Fundays, A, 7, 103

No Assembly Required, 46

Paper Lightning, 17, 18

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Adverbs

Hot Fudge Monday, 105-115

Paper Lightning, 21

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Advertising

TV and Me, 11, 67-80

Advice for teachers

Common Sense, entire book

How to Handle Difficult Parents, entire book

If They’re Laughing, entire book

Reluctant Disciplinarian, entire book

Survival Tips for New Teachers, entire book

Advice, general

Advice from a Moose Poster

Advice from a Mountain Poster

Advice from a River Poster

Advice from a Tree Poster

Agents, interviews with

Wild Ink, 103-110

Agreement of subject and verb

Hot Fudge Monday, 87-90

Alliteration

A to Z, 53

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 35

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 9-10

Month of Fundays, A, 88

No Assembly Required, 16-17

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 17

Almanac, using

Games for English and Language Arts, 19-22

Month of Fundays, A, 8-9

A lot vs. Alot
How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 23

Antonyms

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 36

Apostrophes

Sentence a Day, A, 18, 27, 32, 35, 53, 55, 68, 76, 93, 95, 

115, 118, 125, 130, 141, 143, 158, 160, 161, 171,

174-177, 181, 182, 190, 195, 205

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 15, 17, 25, 

78, 80, 

Ideas that Really Work, 133-136

Appearance

First Impression Poster Set

Appendix, writing

A to Z, 13

Appositives

Variety Is the Spice of Life, 10-11

April Fools’ Day

Month of Fundays, A, 41-43

Argumentative writing

A to Z, 20

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 22, 24, 55, 56, 57-58, 70,72

Thinking in Threes, 31-37, 41-52

TV and Me, 55, 59, 64, 69, 80

Twisting Arms, entire book

When They Think..., 26

Art

A to Z, 14-17, 40, 45, 52

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 91-94

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 4



Rock & Rap Middle School, 28-31

TV and Me, 14, 73-76

Twisting Arms, 20

Atlas, using

Games for English and Language Arts, 19-22

Month of Fundays, A, 8-9, 38, 49, 72-73

Attitude

Advice from a Moose Poster

Advice from a Mountain Poster

Advice from a River Poster

Advice from a Tree Poster

Attitude! Helping students want to succeed..., entire book

Get It Together Binder Packet

How to Make a Good First Impression Poster Set

Audience (in writing)

Downwrite Funny, 30-35

Authors, interviews with

Seize the Story, 165-201

Wild Ink, 175-234

Autobiographical writing activities

A to Z, 31

Attitude, 49-66

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 123-126

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 45-47

My Personal Yearbook, entire book

A New Leaf, 14, 19, 20, 36, 40, 43, 45-53, 

No Assembly Required, 8, 39

Plugged In to English, 117-132

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 22, 38, 70

When They Think..., 10, 12-14, 17, 21, 26, 32

Writing Your Life for Adults, entire book

Writing Your Life Interactive CD Rom
Writing Your Life for Young People, entire book

A vs. An
How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 56

B
Blazon

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 119-122

Body Language

No Assembly Required, 40-41

Brainstorming

Plugged In to English, 64-65

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 56

Thinking in Threes, 17-20

When They Think..., 9, 11, 16, 29

Business writing

Attitude, 41-440

No Assembly Required, 42

Bulletin boards

If They’re Laughing, 15

C
Capitalization

Capitalization, entire book

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 9-11

Sentence a Day, A, 8, 13, 20, 22, 25, 33, 38, 40, 43, 46, 

49, 51, 53, 56, 59, 60, 61, 64-68, 73, 74, 76-78, 

80-87, 89, 91-93, 97-100, 102, 104, 106, 115, 

120, 121, 125, 136, 138, 141, 150, 151, 155, 157,

161, 163, 165, 167-169, 175, 178, 180, 184-186, 

188, 189, 190, 194, 196, 202, 203, 205

Cause and effect

Downwrite Funny, 98-99

Characters

A to Z, 33, 45, 46

Paper Lightning, 64-69

Seize the Story, 19-47

Wild Ink, 42-44

Christmas/Winter/December activities

Games for English and Language Arts, 35, 47, 57

Ideas that Really Work, 150-158

Month of Fundays, A, 104-109

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 51, 54-57

Citing Sources

Plugged In to English, 114-116

Twisting Arms, 47-58

Clichés

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 25

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 5-6

No Assembly Required, 37-38

Thinking in Threes, 53

Climax

Seize the Story, 126-128



Colons

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 76

Sentence a Day, A, 72, 88, 101, 123, 126, 170

Commas

Commas, entire book

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 14-15

Hot Fudge Monday, 70-71

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 68, 82

Sentence a Day, A, 5, 7, 9, 10, 12-14, 16, 21, 22, 25, 29, 

30, 31, 33, 38, 39, 41, 43, 49, 52, 53, 56, 61-64, 

67, 71, 78-80, 85, 88-90, 92, 94-96, 98, 99, 100, 

102, 103, 105, 107, 119, 121, 122, 124, 130-132,

135, 138, 142, 153, 154, 155, 158, 171, 173, 

179-183, 185-190, 192, 193, 197, 198, 200, 205

Common nouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 27-32

Complete sentences

Downwrite Funny, 8-11

Complex sentences

Hot Fudge Monday, 76-79

Computer activities

Plugged In to English, entire book

Conclusions

Captain Intro and the Conclusionator Comic Book
How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 60, 70

Thinking in Threes, 79-80

Twisting Arms, 80-81

Conflict

How to Handle Difficult Parents, entire book

Imaginaction, 36-37, 101-102

Paper Lightning, 70-74

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 21-22, 37-38, 54-55, 69-70

Seize the Story, 119-126

Wild Ink, 45-47

Conjunctions

Hot Fudge Monday, 63-79

No Assembly Required, 28

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Coordinating conjunctions

Hot Fudge Monday, 64-71, 73-75

Creative writing

A to Z, 12, 26, 28, 31, 36-37, 54-55

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, entire book

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 21, 22, 49

Ideas that Really Work, 21-23, 31-37, 51-55, 56-57, 58-

59, 67, 69, 70, 73-74, 100, 102-103, 108, 127-

129, 153-154, 157-158, 171

Journal Jumpstarts, 25-89

Metaphors and More Activity Packet

Month of Fundays, A, 11, 23, 25, 35, 40, 48, 51, 57, 77, 

102, 105, 106, 108

A New Leaf, 13-25, 31-40, 43-54, 57-68, 89-99

No Assembly Required, 7

Plugged In to English, 43-47, 51-54, 62-63, 66-67, 68-

70, 117-132

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 38, 41, 43, 55, 59, 70, 71

Rock & Rap Middle School, 36-37, 

Short and Sweet, entire book

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 7, 15-17, 53

TV and Me, 31, 60-62, 67-69, 73-76

When They Think..., 9-11, 15, 16, 18, 19, 27-30, 32

Critical thinking

A to Z, 18, 19, 26, 36, 38-39, 41-42, 49, 52

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 67

Ideas that Really Work, 18-19, 39

Mystery of the Suffocated Seventh Grader, 20-21

A New Leaf, 49, 58-68

Plugged In to English, 40-42

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 22, 24-25, 38, 41, 55-58, 72

TV and Me, entire book

Twisting Arms, entire book

Critique

Seize the Story, 131-133

D
Dangling modifiers

Sentence a Day, A, 111, 114, 149, 151

Dependent (subordinate) clauses

Hot Fudge Monday, 76-79

No Assembly Required, 14-15

Description

A to Z, 21-22

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 14



Details

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 44

Paper Lightning, 23-28

Dialogue

No Assembly Required, 49

Seize the Story, 85-101

Sentence a Day, A, 17, 138, 195, 197

Dictionary, using

A to Z, 13

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 115-118

The Extra Book, 7, 14

Games for English and Language Arts, 19-22, 59

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 32

Month of Fundays, A, 8-9, 10, 40, 90

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 8-12

Discipline

How to Handle Difficult Parents, entire book

If They’re Laughing, 60

Reluctant Disciplinarian, entire book

Survival Tips for New Teachers , 45-60

Double negatives

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 105

Sentence a Day, A, 45, 59, 134, 144

Double subjects

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 72

Sentence a Day, A, 9, 36, 127, 153, 184

Drama

A Hair from the Head of a Prince, entire book

Imaginaction, entire book

Live! From the Classroom, entire book

Melanie and the Trash Can Troll, 1-67

Mystery of the Suffocated Seventh Grader, 5-19

A New Leaf, 90

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 7-20, 27-36, 45-53, 61-68

Plugged In to English, 58-61

Time Warped, entire book

TV and Me, 23-31, 67-69

Drawing

A to Z, 14-17, 40, 45

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 4

E
Editors, interviews with

Wild Ink, 142-152

Election Day 

Month of Fundays, A, 22, 96

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 70

End-of-the-year activities

Ideas that Really Work, 148-151

Essays, writing

Thinking in Threes, 31-37, 41-44

Ethos

Twisting Arms, 65-66

Euphemism

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 37

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 13-14

Month of Fundays, A, 80

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 23

Exclamation points

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 52

Sentence a Day, A, 43, 76, 206

F
Facts, using

A to Z, 30

Faculty meetings, humorous material for

Dismissed, entire book

If They’re Laughing, 19-20, 28-29, 34-35, 73-74, 80, 82-

84

Mr. Lowe, entire book

Music and More– Moonlighting Teachers CD

Father’s Day

Month of Fundays, A, 62

Figurative Language

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 21-22

Figurative Language

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 21-22

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet



Month of Fundays, A, 102

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 17

First-person point of view

Downwrite Funny, 90-93

Folk tales (writing)

Paper Lightning, 87-91

Following and giving directions

Ideas that Really Work, 28-30

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 62

Form

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 62, 66, 97

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 6

Fragments

Downwrite Funny, 8-11

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 90

No Assembly Required, 11-13

Sentence a Day, A, 6, 8, 16, 18, 39, 44, 50, 63, 82, 83,

86, 109, 110, 137, 146, 152, 162, 168, 169, 175, 

176, 191, 199

Free verse

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, entire book

Freewriting

Seize the Story, 13-16

Fund-raising

How I Raised a Million in a Month, entire book

G
Games

(see also “Word games”)

A to Z, 21-22, 27, 29, 34, 35, 43, 47, 50, 58

Games for English and Language Arts, 7-24, 26-36, 38-92

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 29, 38, 39-41, 51

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 18, 21-25, 30

Ideas that Really Work, 171-184

If They’re Laughing, 24-25, 52-54

Month of Fundays, A, 10, 12-13, 16, 24, 26-33, 36, 39, 

41-43, 46-47, 49, 60-61, 64-65, 67-70, 76, 78, 

83-84, 86-88, 90, 92-94, 97-101, 103, 107, 109

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 7, 13-15, 19-49, 51, 

59-62

Thinking in Threes, 81

Unjournaling, entire book

Good vs. well
How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 107

Grading

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 55

Ideas that Really Work, 9-12

Grammar
(see also “Parts of speech,” “Adjectives,” “Adverbs,”

“Conjunctions,” “Interjections,” “Nouns,”

“Pronouns,” “Prepositions” and “Verbs”)

Downwrite Funny, 48-49

Hot Fudge Monday, entire book

Ideas that Really Work, 121-126, 137-140, 145

Imaginaction, 25

Month of Fundays, A, 7, 103

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Group activities

A to Z, 13, 21-25, 27, 29, 32-35, 43, 46-47, 49-50, 51, 

58, 59-61

Attitude, 38-40, 70-73, 75-76, 81-83, 89-92, 96-97

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 34

Ideas that Really Work, 180-184

If They’re Laughing, 24-25, 52-54, 88-89

Imaginaction, 23-89, 96-97, 101-102

Melanie and the Trash Can Troll, entire book

No Assembly Required, 18-22, 46

Plugged In to English, 71-74, 77, 88-96

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 7-21, 27-37, 45-56, 61-69

Rock & Rap Middle School, 17-33
Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 7, 23-24, 31-32, 34, 

44, 46, 51, 60

TV and Me, 64, 77

Twisting Arms, 25-26

H
Halloween

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 51-54

Ideas that Really Work, 151-154

Month of Fundays, A, 94

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 34-35

Helping verbs

Hot Fudge Monday, 19

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 32

History/Social Studies

Go to the Source, entire book

Live! From the Classroom! It’s Mythology, 7-9, 24-27, 

41-43, 55-58, 69-72

Month of Fundays, A, 14-15, 17-21, 26, 31-33, 59, 67-68,



97-98

My Colorado, entire book

TV and Me, 13-33, 32-33

Holiday/Seasonal activities

(see also specific holidays)

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 51-54, 63-66

Games for English and Language Arts, 25, 33, 35, 40, 

47, 57, 63-68

Ideas that Really Work, 149-167

If They’re Laughing, 16

Month of Fundays, A, entire book

Humor

Dismissed, entire book

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Get It Together Binder Packet

A Hair from the Head of a Prince play

How to Make a Good First Impression Poster Set

If They’re Laughing, entire book

Metaphors and More Activity Packet

Most Wanted Teachers Poster

Music and More– Moonlighting Teachers CD

No Child Left Behind Blues CD

Phunny Stuph, entire book

Reluctant Disciplinarian, entire book

Top Ten Questions Teachers Hate Poster

Humor, in tests

If They’re Laughing, 69-72

Phunny Stuph, entire book

Hyperbole

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 4

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 11-12

I
Ice-breakers

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 3

If They’re Laughing, 24-25

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 31

Idiom

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 17-18

Imagery

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 4

Improvisation

Imaginaction, 57-89

No Assembly Required, 23-24

Indefinite pronouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 88-90, 92

Independence Day

Month of Fundays, A, 67-68

Infinitives

Variety Is the Spice of Life, 4

Inspirational

Advice from a Moose Poster

Advice from a Mountain Poster

Advice from a River Poster

Advice from a Tree Poster

Flower Poster with Emerson quote

Flower Poster with Ghandi quote

How to Make a Good First Impression Poster Set

Life Is Not a Standardized Test Poster

Interjections

Hot Fudge Monday, 99-102

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Internet Activities

E-Hoax Poster Set

No Assembly Required, 18-22

Plugged In to English, 20-23, 30-36, 48, 79, 97-102

Rock & Rap Middle School, 43-45

Internet Terms

Plugged In to English, 135

Introductions

Captain Intro and the Conclusionator Comic Book

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 13

No Assembly Required, 35-36

Thinking in Threes, 57-64

Twisting Arms, 41, 73-79

Introductory Participial Phrases

Variety Is the Spice of Life, 6, 8-9



Introductory Subordinate Clauses

Variety Is the Spice of Life, 5-7

Italics

Sentence a Day, A, 136, 157

J
Job/Employment/Career activities

Attitude, 27-45

Ideas that Really Work, 113-118

Journal topics

Journal Jumpstarts, entire book

Unjournaling, entire book

Yoga for the Brain, entire book

Journals, grading

Journal Jumpstarts, 9-21

L
Labor Day

Month of Fundays, A, 82

Letter-writing

Rock & Rap Middle School, 35

Library/Research activities

Games for English and Language Arts, 19-22

Ideas that Really Work, 59, 173

Month of Fundays, A, 8-9, 17-21, 31-33, 38, 53-56

A New Leaf, 71-86

TV and Me, 31, 34-36, 64

Listening activities

Imaginaction, 72-75

Literature activities

A to Z, entire book

Logos

Twisting Arms, 65-66

M
Manuscripts, submitting

Wild Ink, 93-101

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Month of Fundays, A, 14-15

Math activities

Month of Fundays, A, 39, 69-70

Rock & Rap Middle School, 23, 25

Media activities

Games for English and Language Arts, 11, 17

Month of Fundays, A, 22, 34, 45, 48, 64, 75

No Assembly Required, 25

TV and Me, entire book

Memorial Day

Month of Fundays, A, 52

Metaphors

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 21-22, 36-38, 

40-42, 48-50, 60-62, 72-74, 76-78, 80-82, 84-86,

92-94, 100-102, 104-106, 108-110, 120-122, 

124-126, 132-134

Downwrite Funny, 58-59

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 7-8

Month of Fundays, A, 102

A New Leaf, 89

Mother’s Day

Ideas that Really Work, 159

Month of Fundays, A, 49

Motivating students, activities for

Attitude, entire book

Get It Together Binder Packet

Ideas that Really Work, 14-15, 118, 149

Imaginaction, 32-33, 48-49, 59-60

Music-related activities

A to Z, 44, 51-52

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue , 87-90

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 12, 13

Month of Fundays, A, 10, 53-56, 81

Music and More– Moonlighting Teachers CD

Plugged In to English, 75-77

Rap, Rap, Rapsody CD

Rock & Rap Middle School, 18-33, 38-42

SINGuini, entire book

Mythology

Ideas that Really Work, 59

Live from the Classroom, It’s Mythology!, 9-10, 27, 43,

44, 58, 72

Plugged In to English, 78-87



N
Neatness

First Impression Poster Set

New Year’s activities

Month of Fundays, A, 16

Nouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 25-33

No Assembly Required, 46

Paper Lightning, 13-16

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 56 (#19)

O
Online Resources

Plugged In to English, 140

Onomatopoeia

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 3-4

Oral storytelling

Paper Lightning, 9-12

Organization (writing)

Paper Lightning, 41-53

Oxymoron

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 19-20

Outlines

Twisting Arms, 42-43

P
Paragraphs

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 97

Parallelism

Thinking in Threes, 24-25, 74-76

Paraphrasing

A to Z, 56-57

Parents, communicating with

How to Handle Difficult Parents, entire book

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 21-22, 69

Reluctant Disciplinarian, 48-49, 85-86

Survival Tips for New Teachers, 61-68

Parody

No Assembly Required, 44-45

Parts of speech

(see also specific parts of speech)

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 115-118

Downwrite Funny, 48-49

Hot Fudge Monday, 11-115

Ideas that Really Work, 99, 102, 124-126, 145

Imaginaction, 25

Month of Fundays, A, 7, 103

No Assembly Required, 11-13

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Passive voice vs. active voice

Downwrite Funny, 18-23

Pathos

Twisting Arms, 65-66

Personal pronouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 85, 92

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Perspective

Downwrite Funny, 90-93

Twisting Arms, 10

Persuasive writing

A to Z, 20

Month of Fundays, A, 34, 57, 77, 108

Paper Lightning, 55-62

Twisting Arms, entire book

When They Think..., 26

Plagiarism

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 7-9

Ideas that Really Work, 95-98

Plugged In to English, 109-116

Twisting Arms, 55-56

Planning/organizing for teachers

How to Handle Difficult Parents, entire book

If They’re Laughing, entire book

Survival Tips for New Teachers, 9-16

Reluctant Disciplinarian, entire book



Plays

(see also “Read-aloud plays)

Attitude, 38-40, 70-73, 81-83, 96-97

A Hair from the Head of a Prince, entire book

If They’re Laughing, 88-89

Live! From the Classroom! It’s Mythology, entire book

Melanie and the Trash Can Troll, entire book

Mystery of the Suffocated Seventh Grader, entire book

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, entire book

Time Warped, entire book

TV and Me, 23-30, 67-69

Plot

A to Z, 16-17, 23-25, 29, 38-39

Paper Lightning, 75-77

Seize the Story, 111-116

Poems

Hide Your Ex-Lax Under the Wheaties, entire book

Music and More– Moonlighting Teachers CD

Poetry, revision

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 141-145

Poetry, understanding

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 18-20

Plugged In to English, 27-29

Poetry, writing

A to Z, 12

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, entire book

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 36

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 27, 35

Month of Fundays, A, 12, 71, 106

A New Leaf, 98-99

Plugged In to English, 30-39

Point of view

Downwrite Funny, 90-93

Seize the Story, 145-157

Twisting Arms, 10

When They Think..., 28

Possessives

Ideas that Really Work, 133-136

Possessive pronouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 91

Prepositions

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 19

Hot Fudge Monday, 37-48

Ideas that Really Work, 124-126

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Prepositional phrases

Hot Fudge Monday, 43, 48

Ideas that Really Work, 125

No Assembly Required, 28

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Presidents’ Day 

Month of Fundays, A, 22

Prewriting activities

Paper Lightning, entire book

Twisting Arms, 37-39, 40

When They Think..., 9-21, 25-33

Problem-solving activities

Imaginaction, 101-102

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, 22, 24, 38, 41, 55-58, 72

Projects/class projects

TV and Me, 44-52, 64, 73-77

Pronouns

Downwrite Funny , 48-51
Hot Fudge Monday, 83-95
How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 95
Parts of Speech Poster Set
Sentence a Day, A, 26, 40, 55, 135

Proofreading

No Assembly Required, 47-48

Phunny Stuph, entire book

Sentence a Day, A, entire book

Propaganda

TV and Me, 42-43, 63-80

Twisting Arms, 15-19

Proper nouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 27-28

Paper Lightning, 29-34

Publishing

Wild Ink, 125-141

Publishing student work

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue , 151-153

Pun



Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 21-22

Punctuation

(see also specific punctuation marks)

Commas, entire book

Ideas that Really Work, 130-136, 141-144

No Assembly Required, 49

Quotation Marks, entire book

Sentence a Day, A, 73, 106, 129, 148, 187

Purpose (in writing)

Downwrite Funny, 24-29, 32-33, 36-37

Q
Question marks

Sentence a Day, A, 11, 81, 99, 122, 130, 131, 138, 185, 

195, 200, 204

Quotation marks

Sentence a Day, A, 22, 24, 46, 47, 54, 73, 76, 77, 81, 87, 

95, 113, 122, 130, 134, 136, 155, 172, 185, 186, 

195, 196

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 12-13

Ideas that Really Work, 130-132

Quotation Marks, entire book

Quotations

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 87

Thinking in Threes, 45-47

R
Read-aloud plays

Attitude, 38-40, 70-73, 81-83, 96-97s

If They’re Laughing, 88-89

Live! From the Classroom, entire book

Mystery of the Suffocated Seventh Grader, 5-18

Promise You Won’t Get Mad, entire book

Time Warped, entire book

TV and Me, 23-30, 67-69

Reading comprehension

A to Z, 11, 13-17, 19, 23-25, 27-28, 33-34, 36-37, 41-44, 

46-48, 50, 58

Plugged In to English, 48-50

Reading fiction

A to Z, entire book

Reading short stories

A to Z, entire book

Reference materials, using

(see also specific reference materials)

Games for English and Language Arts, 11, 19-22, 30-32, 59

Month of Fundays, A, 8, 10, 11, 38, 40, 72-73, 90

TV and Me, 13-14, 31, 34-36, 64

Twisting Arms, 47-54

Reflexive pronouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 86

Relative pronouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 93-95

Research

Twisting Arms, 47-58, 64, 67

Resumes

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 19-20

Revision

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue , 141-145

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 11

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 33-34

Rhymes

Games for English and Language Arts, 15, 84-86

Month of Fundays, A, 12, 71, 106

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 56 (#22), 57 (#42)

Run-on sentences

Downwrite Funny, 12-17

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 82

Sentence a Day, A, 5, 23, 27, 34, 37, 42, 48, 53, 74, 82, 

91, 92, 98, 103, 106, 112, 115, 117, 124, 156, 

159, 160, 164, 165, 167, 174, 177, 178, 184, 189,

203, 205

S
Saint Patrick’s Day

Month of Fundays, A, 35

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 48

Search engines

Plugged In to English, 139

Second-person point of view

Downwrite Funny, 90-93



Self-publishing

Wild Ink, 157-172

Semicolons

Ideas that Really Work, 141-144

Sentence a Day, A, 118

Sentence fragments

Downwrite Funny, 8-11

Sentence structure

Ideas that Really Work, 137-138

Thinking in Threes, 69-76

Variety Is the Spice of Life, entire book

Setting

Paper Lightning, 78-81, 84-85

Seize the Story, 57-70

Sexist/non-sexist language

Hot Fudge Monday, 92

Showing vs. telling

Seize the Story, 105-108

Similes

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 21-22, 36-38, 

48-50, 56-58, 60-62, 72-74, 76-78, 80-82, 84-86,

104-106, 108-110, 124-126, 132-134

Downwrite Funny , 56-57

Figuratively Speaking Poster Set

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 15-16

Month of Fundays, A, 102

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 19

Singular indefinite pronouns

Hot Fudge Monday, 88-90, 92

Singular pronouns

(see also “Agreement of subject and verb”)

Hot Fudge Monday, 87-90

Slang

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 61-64

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 21, 30, 34, 

54, 92, 103

Ideas that Really Work, 60-66, 116

If They’re Laughing, 63-64, 88-89

Social studies / history

Go to the Source, entire book

Mi Colorado, entire book

Month of Fundays, A, 14-15, 17-21, 22, 31-33, 59, 67-68,

97-98

My Colorado, entire book

TV & Me, 13-33

Speech/Communication

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 58-60

Ideas that Really Work, 113-118

If They’re Laughing, 63-64, 88-89

Imaginaction, 15-19, 23-30, 32-37, 41-47, 50-55, 59-75, 

80-102

Month of Fundays, A, 14-15

Spelling

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 33

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 15, 17, 19, 

21, 23, 25, 30, 34, 46, 48, 58, 64, 74, 80, 85, 99, 

109, 113

If They’re Laughing, 18

Month of Fundays, A, 35

Sentence a Day, A, 6, 7, 10, 13, 15, 19-21, 23, 24, 29-31,

34-36, 40-43, 45, 46, 48-52, 57-59, 62, 65, 67-

70, 72, 74, 75, 86, 89, 93-97, 100, 103, 107, 109,

110, 112, 113, 115-118, 120, 121, 127-133, 135-

137, 139, 141-144, 148, 152-156, 158-160, 162-

174, 176-178, 180, 181, 183, 187, 192, 194, 196-

201, 203, 204, 206, 207

Statistical data

A to Z, 30

Paper Lightning, 29-34

Rock & Rap Middle School, 26-27

Study/school success skills

Advice from a Moose Poster

Advice from a Mountain Poster

Advice from a River Poster

Advice from a Tree Poster

Attitude, 9-17, 27-36, 45, 56-66, 69-98, 101-105

Get It Together Binder Packet

Style

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 36, 38, 101

Seize the Story, 76, 134-141

Wild Ink, 47-55

Subordinate (dependent) clauses

Hot Fudge Monday, 76-79

Variety Is the Spice of Life, 5-7



Subordinate conjunctions

Hot Fudge Monday, 76-79

Variety Is the Spice of Life, 5-7

Summarizing

A to Z, 14, 16-17, 23-25, 36-37, 49

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 10-11

Supporting Evidence

A to Z, 20, 36

Thinking in Threes, 41-44

Symbolism

A to Z, 45

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 50

T
Teaching, general tips about

Common Sense, entire book

Funny Thing About Teaching, A, entire book

How to Handle Difficult Parents, entire book

If They’re Laughing, entire book

Survival Tips for New Teachers, entire book

Reluctant Disciplinarian, entire book

Television

TV and Me, entire book

Tense, consistency in writing

Hot Fudge Monday, 18

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 27

Thanksgiving

Ideas that Really Work, 155-156

Month of Fundays, A, 103

Thesaurus, using

A to Z, 59-61

Games for English and Language Arts, 11

Month of Fundays, A, 8-9, 10, 11

Plugged In to English, 105-108

Thesis statements

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 26

Thinking in Threes, 23, 26-28

Twisting Arms, 27-34, 41

Third-person point of view

Downwrite Funny, 90-93

Tone (in writing)

Downwrite Funny , 36-41

Hot Fudge Monday, 32, 54

Tongue twisters

Metaphors and More Activity Packet, 9-10

Month of Fundays, A, 88

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 42

To/Too

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 19

Transitions

Downwrite Funny , 42-51

Thinking in Threes, 32-33

Twisting Arms, 61-64, 69

U
Unnecessary words
How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 111
Sentence a Day, A, 58, 69, 70, 74, 90, 135, 139, 140, 

145, 148, 204

V
Valentine’s Day

Month of Fundays, A, 25

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 21

Verbs

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, 115-118

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 20

Hot Fudge Monday, 11-21

Ideas that Really Work, 102-103, 171

Imaginaction, 25

No Assembly Required, 11-13, 46

Paper Lightning, 19, 20

Parts of Speech Poster Set

Sentence a Day, A, 28, 66, 88, 108, 116, 117, 123, 140, 

160, 164, 200

Veteran’s Day

Month of Fundays, A, 97-98

Vocabulary

AbraVocabra, entire book

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 85-94

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 23-24

Ideas that Really Work, 16-17, 173

If They’re Laughing, 71-72

More Abravocabra, entire book

No Assembly Required, 9, 43

Plugged In to English, 103-104



Voice (in writing)

Downwrite Funny, 18-23

Wild Ink, 47-55

W
Winter/Christmas/December activities

Games for English and Language Arts, 35, 47, 57

Ideas that Really Work, 157-158

Month of Fundays, A, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109

Surviving Last Period of Fridays, 51-52, 54-57

Women, famous

Month of Fundays, A, 31-33

No Assembly Required, 29-34

Word choice

Sentence a Day, A, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17-19, 25, 26, 28,

32, 37-39, 44-47, 49, 52, 54, 56, 57, 59, 60, 64, 

66, 69, 71, 76, 77, 82, 84, 85, 92-94, 96, 98, 101,

104-106, 109, 110, 112, 113, 115, 119, 120, 123, 

125, 126, 129, 131, 133-135, 139, 142-148, 150, 

154, 157, 161, 163, 165, 169, 178, 180, 182, 191,

193, 194, 198-200, 202, 207

Word games

Games for English and Language Arts, 7-18, 23-24, 26-

36, 38-52, 55-92

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 18, 21-25, 30

Ideas that Really Work, 20, 40-43, 50-57, 67-68, 99, 100-

103, 124-129, 145, 150, 153, 156, 160, 167, 171-

173, 176-177, 180-184

Month of Fundays, A, 10, 12, 26, 28, 29, 31-33, 36, 37, 

46, 47, 60, 61, 64, 65, 67-68, 78, 83, 86, 87, 88, 

89, 90, 94, 100-101, 103, 107

No Assembly Required, 26-27, 43

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 13, 19-21, 27-32, 34-

43, 49, 51, 55-59

Thinking in Threes, 81

Unjournaling, entire book

Yoga for the Brain, entire book

World languages

Month of Fundays, A, 49

Writer’s block

Seize the Story, 77-81

Writers, interviews with

Wild Ink, 113-122

Writing

(see also specific writing skills and subtopics)

A to Z, 28, 31, 36-37, 52-55

Attitude, 43-44, 65, 98, 103

Beyond Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue, entire book

Downwrite Funny, entire book

Everything but the Kitchen Sink, 23, 48, 50

Hot Fudge Monday, 14-18, 20-21, 26, 28-33, 42, 48, 53, 

75-77, 79, 92-95, 114, 115

How to Avoid English Teachers’ Pet Peeves, 13, 15, 17, 

19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 44, 46, 48, 

50, 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 64, 68, 70, 72, 74, 76, 78, 

80, 82, 85, 87, 90, 92, 95, 97, 99, 101, 103, 107, 

109, 113

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 10, 11, 14-17, 

26-29, 31, 33-34

Ideas that Really Work, 47-57, 67-70, 73-110, 137-140, 

149-160, 167, 171-172, 174-176

If They’re Laughing, 63-64

Imaginaction, 72-73

Journal Jumpstarts, entire book

Month of Fundays, A, 7, 11, 14-15, 23, 25, 34, 35, 40, 

44, 48, 50, 51, 57, 58, 63, 71, 77, 82, 96, 105, 

106, 108

A New Leaf, entire book

Paper Lightning, 35-39

Plugged In to English, 136

Seize the Story, entire book

Seize the Story Poster

Short and Sweet, entire book

Surviving Last Period on Fridays, 7, 15-16, 36-42, 50

Thinking in Threes, entire book

TV & Me, 31, 43, 62, 69

Twisting Arms, entire book

UnJournaling, entire book

When They Think..., entire book

Write What You See, entire book

Writing Your Life for Young People, entire book

Writing Your Life for Adults, entire book

Writing Your Life for Young People Interactive  CD Rom
Yoga for the Brain, entire book

Writing, fiction

Paper Lightning, 63-85

Seize the Story, entire book

Seize the Story Poster

Wild Ink, entire book

Writing Topics

Ideas for Teachers from Cottonwood Press, 3



Journal Jumpstarts, entire book

Thinking in Threes, 90-91

TV & Me, 31, 43, 62, 69

UnJournaling, entire book

When They Think..., 9-21, 25-58

Writing Your Life for Young People, entire book

Writing Your Life for Adults, entire book

Writing Your Life for Young People Interactive CD Rom
Yoga for the Brain, entire book

Y
Young adult genre

Wild Ink, 15-31, 75-90


